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MEDIA ALERT 

Please join Health IT Now, the Association for Behavioral Health and Wellness (ABHW), and experts on the 

frontlines of fighting the opioid epidemic for a Congressional briefing on the tools needed to combat this 

crisis, including emerging technologies, and what Congress can do to help. 

 What:   Health IT Now and the Association for Behavioral Health and Wellness briefing on, “Using Health IT to 

 Combat the Opioid Crisis”  

When:  Monday, October 23, 2017 

Time:    2:30 – 3:30 PM ET  

Where: 122 Cannon House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 

RSVP:    rsvp@healthitnow.org 

This briefing will discuss the challenges in interoperability and incomplete patient data that often prevent 

doctors from recognizing the warning signs of opioid use disorder. 

Speakers 

James A. Laughman, M.S.W., Executive Director, PerformCare Pennsylvania (An ABHW Member) 

Nicole Russell, National Council for Prescription Drug Programs (NCPDP) 

Mark Treshock, IBM 

Joel White, Health IT Now 

(Georgetown Cupcakes will be served. This is a widely attended event.) 

       ### 

 

ABHW is an association of the nation’s leading behavioral health and wellness companies.  These companies 

provide an array of services related to mental health, substance use disorders, employee assistance, disease 

management, and other health and wellness programs to over 175 million people in both the public and 

private sectors.  ABHW and its member companies use their behavioral health expertise to improve health 

care outcomes for individuals and families across the health care spectrum. Member companies - Aetna 

Behavioral Health, Anthem, Beacon Health Options, Centene Corporation, Cigna, Humana Behavioral Health, 

New Directions Behavioral Health, Optum, and PerformCare. www.abhw.org  

 

Health IT Now (HITN) is a broad-based coalition of patient groups, provider organizations, employers, and 

payers that supports incentives to deploy health information technology to improve care, patient outcomes, 

and to lower costs. Learn more at www.healthitnow.org. 
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